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thousands of studies have been conducted by social scientists in the villages and islands and

increasingly in the towns of the pacific despite this there are few longitudinal studies of any great

depth and sophistication in the region the contributors to this book have all conducted long term

research in the islands of the pacific during their visits and revisits they have witnessed first hand

the many changes that  have occurred in  their  fieldsites as well  as observing elements of

continuity they bring to their accounts a sense of their surprise at some of the unexpected

elements of stability and of transformation the authors take a range of disciplinary approaches

particularly geography and anthropology and their contributions reflect their deep knowledge of

pacific places some first visited more than 40 years ago many of the chapters focus on aspects
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of socio economic change and continuity while others focus on specific issues such as the

impact of both internal and international migration political and cultural change technological

innovation and the experiences of children and youth by focusing on both change and continuity

this collection of 11 case studies shows the complex relationships between pacific societies and

processes of modernity and globalisation by using a long term lens on particular places the

authors are able to draw out the subtleties of change and its impacts while also paying attention

to what in the contemporary pacific has been left remarkably unchanged filling a gap in the

studies of the pacific region this book will appeal to an interdisciplinary audience in the fields of

anthropology development geography and asia pacific studies

numerous issues face pacific states trying to find their way in the early 21st century countries are

striving to secure the benefits of modernisation governance law and order are needed to reach

such a goal but development cannot be at the price of culture or the environment the question of

how to develop and maintain sound legal systems and legal rules whilst maintaining the unique

cultural heritages within the pacific is a challenge with no easy answer this interdisciplinary

collection locates issues of law and governance within the particular socio political context of the

pacific  island  region  presenting  sociological  anthropological  and  political  insights  alongside

jurisprudential analysis key issues including corruption the role of customary law in modern legal

systems the place of human rights in the pacific environmental issues and the structure of the

state are explored from a variety of perspectives

this  volume brings together  a set  of  key articles from the last  30 years pertaining to  the

environmental history of the pacific basin it aims to treat the islands and waters of the pacific as

well as the lands around the rim from new zealand to japan to california to chile and is the first

work of environmental history to take this inclusive view of the pacific basin the focus is mainly

on recent centuries but as environmental history requires at times the work also takes the very

long view of millennia several of the articles seek to bring a broad pacific perspective to bear on

their subjects while others use pacific basin examples to try to establish broader theoretical

points of interest to all who are drawn to the study of the interactions between nature and culture

the book includes a bibliography of pacific basin environmental history and an introduction that

aims to sketch the contours and possible future directions of the field

presenting the history of the inhabitants of the pacific islands from first colonization until the

spread of european colonial rule in the later 19th century this volume focuses specifically on

pacific islander european interactions from the perspective of pacific islanders themselves a
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number of  recorded traditions are reproduced as well  as articles by pacific  island scholars

working within the academy the nature of pacific history as a sub discipline is presented through

a sample of key articles from the 1890s until the present that represent the historical evolution of

the field and its multidisciplinary nature the volume reflects on how the indigenous inhabitants of

the pacific islands have a history as dynamic and complex as that of literate societies and one

that is more retrievable through multidisciplinary approaches than often realized

contributors explore the complex relations among pacific artists patrons collectors and museums

over time as well as the different meanings given to art objects by each

the broad arc of islands north of australia that extends from indonesia east towards the central

pacific is home to a set of human populations whose concentration of diversity is unequaled

elsewhere approximately 20 of the worlds languages are spoken here and the biological and

genetic  heterogeneity  among the  groups  is  extraordinary  anthropologist  w w howells  once

declared diversity in the region so protean as to defy analysis however this book can now claim

considerable success in describing and understanding the origins of the genetic and linguistic

variation  there  in  order  to  cut  through  this  biological  knot  the  authors  have  applied  a

comprehensive battery of genetic analyses to an intensively sampled set of populations and have

subjected these and complementary linguistic data to a variety of phylogenetic analyses this has

revealed a number of heretofore unknown ancient pleistocene genetic variants that are only

found in these island populations and has also identified the genetic footprints of more recent

migrants from southeast asia who were the ancestors of the polynesians the book lays out the

very complex structure of the variation within and among the islands in this relatively small region

and a number of explanatory models are tested to see which best account for the observed

pattern of genetic variation here the results suggest that a number of commonly used models of

evolutionary divergence are overly simple in their assumptions and that often human diversity has

accumulated in very complex ways

compilation of essays on the effect of technological change and social change on the human

geography and physical geography of pacific includes papers on the human settlement of the

islands  trade  development  labour  force  recruitment  the  impact  of  mining  and  commercial

agriculture  land  tenure  the  indigenous  peoples  trade  and  plantations  urbanization  etc

bibliographys  at  the  end  of  each  essay  maps  references  and  statistical  tables

pacific ethnomathematics is a reference work that will be welcomed by pacific scholars engaged

in a wide range of disciplines among them history anthropology education geography astronomy
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archaeology ethnic studies and art jacket

includes book reviews and bibliographies

as new nations emerge and struggle to emerge in the pacific islands region political change is

everywhere marked by efforts to reconceptualize identities histories and futures in the midst of

these transformations this volume brings together a diverse range of analysis and commentary

that challenge tired and simplistic paradigms of area study and urge us to rethink the ways we

imagine and represent the pacific

this volume lays the physical and conceptual groundwork for the pacific world series exploring

both  the  constraints  imposed  and  the  opportunities  offered  to  humanity  by  the  physical

environment of the pacific region organized from the perspectives of big history and macro

geography the volume presents a series of major studies and surveys by authors from a range of

disciplines opening with perspectives on the ocean the purview expands to include geology

oceanography climatology and biogeography in closing the volume examines questions of human

settlement diffusion and trans pacific contacts
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